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June 14, 2012 


Mrs. Hosneara Ahsan and Rahith Ahsan 
1211 - 10 Parkway Forest Dr 

North York, ON 

M2J 1L3 


Dear Mrs. Hosneara Ahsan and Rahith Ahsan : 


Re: Rahith Ahsan 
Date of Birth : September 18, 2005 


This letter will serve to notify you that Rahith Ahsan has been suspended from FOREST MANOR PUBLIC 
SCHOOL for a period of 1 school day, pursuant to Section 306 of the Education Act. This suspension will 
remain in effect from June 14, 2012 to June 14, 2012 inclusive. Rahith is expected to return to school on June 
15, 2012. 
This disciplinary action is the result of the following conduct: 

+ When Rahith arrived at school outside, after his teacher welcomed him, Rahith kicked his teacher and 
slapped the SNA in the face, causing a welt beside her eye. There has been a pattern of this type of repeated 
aggressive behaviours towards staff and students. 


The school will provide a homework package to you to help ensure that Rahith does not fall behind in his/her 
school work. 


During the term of the suspension, Rahith is not permitted to participate in any school or board sponsored 
activities or be on school property without my permission. 


If you have any questions about this action, please contact me. 


It is recommended that parents attend a meeting with representatives from caring and safe schools, ASD/PDD 
team, and special education to determine supports needed to help Rahith better manage his own behaviour 
and be more successful at school. Date of meeting to be determined. 


You may wish to appeal the suspension under section 309 of the Education Act . You are required to provide 
written notice of your intention to appeal to Kathleen Meighan, Superintendent of Education, within 10 school 
days of the commencement of the suspension. In addition, you may contact the Superintendent of Education to 
discuss any matter with respect to the appeal of the suspension. The contact information for the 
Superintendent of Education is 140 Borough Drive, Scarborough, ON, M1P 4N6 at phone number 416 
396-9174. 


Please be advised that an appeal of the suspension does not delay this suspension. 


copy of Board guidelines governing the appeal process. 


Superintendent of Education 
Ontario Student Record 
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Education Act 


SUSPENSION 
Activities leading to possible suspension 
306. (1) A principal shall consider whether to suspend a pupil if he or she believes that the pupil has engaged in any of the following 
activities while at school, at a school-related activity or in other circumstances where engaging in the activity will have an impact on the 
school climate: 
. Uttering a threat to inflict serious bodily harm on another person. 
. Possessing alcohol or illegal drugs. 
. Being under the influence of alcohol. 
. Swearing at a teacher or at another person in a position of authority. 
. Committing an act of vandalism that causes extensive damage to school property at the pupil's school or to property located on 
the premises of the pupil’s school. 
6. Bullying. 
7. Any other activity that is an activity for which a principal may suspend a pupil under a policy of the board. 
Factors principal must consider 
(2) In considering whether to suspend a pupil for engaging in an activity described in subsection (1), a principal shall take into 
account any mitigating or other factors prescribed by the regulations. 
Suspension 
(3) If a principal decides to suspend a pupil for engaging in an activity described in subsection (1), the principal shall suspend the 
pupil from his or her school and from engaging in all school-related activities. 
Duration of suspension 
(4) A suspension under this section shall be for no less than one school day and no more than 20 school days and, in considering 
how long the suspension should be, a principal shall take into account any mitigating or other factors prescribed by the regulations. 
Assignment to program, etc. 
(5) When a principal suspends a pupil under this section, he or she shall assign the pupil to a program for suspended pupils in 
accordance with any policies or guidelines issued by the Minister. 
Policies and guidelines 
(6) The Minister may issue policies and guidelines to boards to assist principals in interpreting and administering this section. 
School-related activities 
(7) A pupil who is suspended is not considered to be engaged in school-related activities by virtue of participating in a program for 
suspended pupils. 


AUN- 


Only one suspension per occurrence 
307. A principal may not suspend a pupil under section 306 more than once for the same occurrence. 


Notice of suspension 
308. (1) A principal who suspends a pupil under section 306 shall, 
(a) inform the pupil's teacher of the suspension; and 
(b) make all reasonable efforts to inform the pupil's parent or guardian of the suspension within 24 hours of the suspension being 
imposed, unless, 
(i) the pupil is at least 18 years old, or 
(ii) the pupil is 16 or 17 years old and has withdrawn from parental control. 
Same 
(2) A principal who suspends a pupil under section 306 shall ensure that written notice of the suspension is given promptly to the 
following persons: 
1. The pupil. 
2. The pupil's parent or guardian, unless, 
i. the pupil is at least 18 years old, or 
ii, the pupil is 16 or 17 years old and has withdrawn from parental control. 
3. Such other persons as may be specified by board policy. 
Contents of notice 
(3) The notice under subsection (2) must include the following: 
1. The reason for the suspension. 
2. The duration of the suspension. 
3. Information about any program for suspended pupils to which the pupil is assigned. 
4. Information about the right to appeal the suspension under section 309, including, 
i. a copy of the board policies and guidelines governing the appeal established by the board under subsection 302 (6), and 
ii. the name and contact information of the supervisory officer to whom notice of the appeal must be given under 
subsection 309 (2) 


Appeal of suspension 
309. (1) The following persons may appeal, to the board, a principal's decision to suspend a pupil under section 306: 
1. The pupil's parent or guardian, unless, 
i. the pupil is at least 18 years old, or 
ii, the pupil is 16 or 17 years old and has withdrawn from parental control. 
2. The pupil, if, 
i. the pupil is at least 18 years old, or 
ii. the pupil is 16 or 17 years old and has withdrawn from parental control. 
3. Such other persons as may be specified by board policy. 
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Board designate 
(2) Every board shall designate a supervisory officer for the purposes of receiving notices of intention to appeal a suspension. 
Notice of appeal 
(3) A person who is entitled to appeal a suspension under subsection (1) must give written notice of his or her intention to appeal to 
the supervisory officer designated by the board within 10 school days of the commencement of the suspension. 
Board to inform all parties 
(4) After receiving a notice of intention to appeal under subsection (3), the board shall promptly contact every person entitled to 
appeal the suspension under subsection (1) and inform him or her that it has received the notice of intention to appeal. 
Party may contact supervisory officer 
(5) A person who has given notice of intention to appeal under subsection (3) may contact the supervisory officer designated under 
subsection (2) to discuss any matter respecting the appeal of the suspension and, for the purposes of this section, the supervisory 
officer has the powers and duties set out in board policy. 
Hearing of appeal 
(6) The board shall hear and determine the appeal within 15 school days of receiving notice under subsection (3), unless the 
parties agree on a later deadline, and shall not refuse to deal with the appeal on the ground that there is a deficiency in the notice of 
appeal. 
Appeal process 
(7) Subject to this section, an appeal shall be conducted in accordance with the requirements established by board policy. 
Parties to appeal 
(8) The parties to the appeal are: 
1. The principal who suspended the pupil. 
2. The pupil, if, 
i. the pupil is at least 18 years old, or 
ii, the pupil is 16 or 17 years old and has withdrawn from parental control. 
3. The pupil's parent or guardian, if the pupil's parent or guardian appealed the decision to suspend the pupil. 
4. The person who appealed the decision to suspend the pupil, if the decision was appealed by a person other than the pupil or 
the pupil’s parent or guardian. 
5. Such other persons as may be specified by board policy. 
Pupil may attend 
(9) A pupil who is not a party to the appeal under subsection (8) has the right to be present at the appeal and to make a statement 
on his or her own behalf. 
Powers on appeal 
(10) The board shall, 
(a) confirm the suspension and the duration of the suspension; 
(b) confirm the suspension, but shorten its duration, even if the suspension that is under appeal has already been served, and 
order that the record of the suspension be amended accordingly; or 
(c) quash the suspension and order that the record of the suspension be expunged, even if the suspension that is under appeal 
has already been served. 
Decision final 
(11) The decision of the board on an appeal under this section is final. 
Committee 
(12) The board may authorize a committee of at least three members of the board to exercise and perform powers and duties on 
behalf of the board under this section, and may impose conditions and restrictions on the committee. 
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GUIDELINES FOR APPEALING A SUSPENSION 


wirw [A8d. on. ca 


It is a basic principle of the law that persons facing disciplinary consequences be treated fairly. Procedural fairness requires 
that the disciplinary consequences to a student be imposed by a school administrator who conducts an investigation in an 
impartial and fair manner. This includes: 


* the right to know what rule has been violated and what conduct he/she is being accused of; and 

* the opportunity to respond to the allegations against him/her — to tell his/her side of the story. 
The following is a guideline regarding the rules of procedure for a suspension appeal. A suspension appeal will be heard by a 
Discipline Committee of the Board of Trustees that will consist of at least 3 Trustees. 


1. What types of decisions can the Discipline Committee make when a suspension is appealed? 


Following the Suspension Appeal Meeting, the Discipline Committee can make one of the following decisions: 


* confirm the suspension and the duration of the suspension; 

* confirm the suspension, but shorten its duration and order that the record of suspension be amended accordingly; or 
* quash the suspension and order that the record of suspension be expunged; 

* uphold the suspension and expunge the record of the suspension; 

* such further or other order as may be appropriate to the Discipline Committee. 


2. Does the appeal of a suspension delay the suspension? 
No. Even if there is an appeal, the suspension must still be served by the student. 
3. Who are the parties to the Suspension Appeal Meeting? 


A “party” to a Suspension Appeal Meeting is a person who has a legal right to participate in the Suspension Appeal Meeting. 
The parties to a suspension appeal are: 

* the parent/guardian of a student under the age of 18; 

* an adult student; 

* a student who is 16 or 17 years old and has withdrawn from parental control: and/or 

* the school principal: 

* the Superintendent of Education may attend the Suspension Appeal Meeting to assist the Principal. 


4. Can the student who has been suspended attend the Suspension Appeal Meeting even if he or she is not a party? 


Yes. The student named in the suspension has the right to be present at the Suspension Appeal Meeting and to make a 
statement on his or her behalf. 


5. Does every party have a right to representation? 


Yes. A party to the Suspension Appeal Meeting may be represented by counsel or an agent. Counsel is a lawyer. An agent 
may be a trusted family friend, a religious advisor or other person who can assist with the presentation of the case. 


6. What is the role of the Discipline Committee? 


The Discipline Committee will hear and determine a Suspension Appeal Meeting. Members of the Discipline Committee who 
may have had any direct involvement in the matter prior to the suspension appeal will disqualify themselves and will not take 
part in the Suspension Appeal Meeting, the deliberations or the decision. Members of the Discipline Committee who have not 
been present for the whole Suspension Appeal Meeting will not take part in the deliberations or the decision. 


7. Is there a requirement for each party to provide its evidence to the Discipline Committee and to the other party 
before the Suspension Appeal Meeting? 


Yes. Unless otherwise ordered by the Discipline Committee, prior to the commencement of the Suspension Appeal Meeting, 
each party will provide to the other party, a copy of the documents that the party intends to rely on at the Suspension Appeal 
Meeting. 


8. Will the Suspension Appeal Meeting be held in private? 


Yes. The Discipline Committee will normally order that the Suspension Appeal Meeting will be held in private session. Before 
making such an order, the Discipline Committee will ask if anyone objects. 


9. When will a Suspension Appeal Meeting take place? 


The Discipline Committee will meet and determine a Suspension Appeal within 15 school days of receiving the notice of 
intention to appeal a suspension, unless the parties agree otherwise. 


10. What is the order of presentation at the Suspension Appeal Meeting? 


At the Suspension Appeal Meeting, after a brief introduction of the matter by the Principal, the parent or adult student will be 
the first party to make a presentation and submissions, and the principal will make a presentation and submissions after the 
parent or adult student, unless the parties agree otherwise. 


11. How will the Suspension Appeal Meeting be organized? 


In a Suspension Appeal Meeting, the following guidelines will apply: 

(a) The parties cannot call witnesses to give evidence. If a party requires evidence from a witness to present its case, the 
witness’ evidence may be presented to the Discipline Committee by a statement from the witness. 

(b) Five minute introduction of the parties and the Discipline Committee; 

(c) Five minute presentation by principal on background of the suspension; 

(d) Ten minute presentation by the appellant in presenting documents, reports and submissions on behalf of the pupil, 
followed by a question and answer session by Discipline Committee and principal; 

(e) Ten minute presentation by the principal in presenting documents, reports and submissions on behalf of the School; 
followed by a question and answer session by Discipline Committee and appellant; 

(f) Five minute response by parent in regard to question and answer session; 

(g) If the student is present, the Discipline Committee shall ask the student if he/she wishes to make a statement on his/her 
behalf; 

(h) Caucus, deliberations and decision by the Discipline Committee. The Discipline Committee has the power to reserve its 
decision. 


12. What if translation or interpretation services are required? 
If translation or interpretation services are required, the time limit in each step may be altered. 
13. What will the Discipline Committee consider to make its decision? 


1. The Discipline Committee will consider, based on the documents, reports and submissions of both parties, including 
any mitigating and/or other factors, whether the decision to suspend and the suspension imposed was reasonable in 
the circumstances, and shall either: 


(a) confirm the suspension and the duration of the suspension; 
(b) confirm the suspension, but shorten its duration, even if the suspension that is under appeal has already been 
served, and order that the record of the suspension be amended accordingly; 
(c) quash the suspension and order that the record of the suspension be expunged, even if the suspension that is 
under appeal has already been served; 
(d) uphold the suspension and expunge the record of the suspension; and/or 
(e) make such further or other order as may be appropriate to the Discipline Committee 
2. The decision of a majority of the members of the Discipline Committee is the Board of Trustee’s decision. The decision 
of the Discipline Committee is final. 
The Discipline Committee has the power to reserve its decision. 
The decision of the Discipline Committee shall be in writing and signed by the Chair of the Discipline Committee. 
Copies of the decision shall be sent to all parties to the proceedings who took part in the Suspension Appeal Meeting at 
their respective addresses last known to the School Board. 
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14. Can the Discipline Committee reserve its decision? 


Yes. The Discipline Committee has the power to reserve its decision to take more time for its deliberations and conclusions. 


15. Will the Discipline Committee issue a decision in writing? 

Yes. The decision of the Discipline Committee will be in writing and signed by the Chair of the Discipline Committee. A copy of 
the decision will be sent to all parties to the proceeding who took part in the Suspension Appeal Meeting at their respective 
addresses last known to the School Board. 

16. Is the Discipline Committee’s decision final? 


Yes, the Discipline Committee’s decision is final. 


The Procedures for Suspension Appeal Meetings, which provide more detail about this process, are available on-line at: 
www.tdsb.on.ca. 


